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The Nuba Survival
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This haunting sculpture is made all 

the more powerful by its odd location. 

It’s backdropped by a half-collapsed 

barn, surrounded by the expanse of a 

remote field in the village of 

Checkendon in south Oxfordshire. 

There are no signs leading to the 

striking sculpture or plaques 

explaining its meaning.

The artwork, depicting two skeletons 

in an embrace, is titled “The Nuba 

Survival.” It was created by local 

Oxfordshire sculptor John Buckley 

(best known for his sculpture of a 

shark sticking out of a roof in 

Headington) following a visit to the 

Nuba Mountains in southern Sudan.

The Nuba Survival
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Tate London
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Riverside
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